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Sleeping
Beauty

In Sleepy 
Hollow, an 
ugly duckling 
blossoms 
into a 
sophisticated 
princess
BY MARIA RICAPITO
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOSHUA MCHUGH

Visual Feast
The dining room 
features a custom 
Gracie wallpaper, 
a smoked-glass 
Lindsey Adelman 
chandelier, a BDDW 
table topped with 
bleached maple, 
and leather-wrapped 
chairs from Ochre. 
See Resources.
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AS SEEN IN



Airy Environs
(OPPOSITE) The living 

room’s Ochre 
furnishings, including 

a leather chair and 
ottoman, nesting 

tables, and Dream 
Boat pouf, are situated 

around a Chesneys 
mantel. (THIS PAGE) In 

the foyer, Ochre’s 
Seed Cloud chandelier 

cascades from the 
double-height ceiling.
The wing chair is from 

BDDW. See Resources.
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exi Tallisman’s clients had been living in a circa-1990s spec 
house in Sleepy Hollow for about a year. They loved the 
layout, the location, and the area’s great schools, but “all 
the finishes were very model-home-like,” says Tallisman, 
founder of the SoHo-based interior design firm 
Greyscale Interiors. “And I mean that in the worst of 
ways.” Think yellowing Venetian plaster walls, giant pil-
lars, shiny brass big-box-store hardware, and clunky mill-
work. A renovation was in order, with Tallisman’s clients 

living on-site through a two-phase project that occurred over 
the course of five years. “We stopped just short of knock-
ing down all the walls.”

In her own home and with virtually any space she 
designs, Tallisman says, “I really like conversation pieces.” 
So the horsehair-and-pewter wall sconces in the dining 
room, for example, were an unexpected jumping-off point 
for the overall design scheme. “They cast such a beautiful 
ambient light. The sconces are more exciting to me than 



Luxurious Lairs
Furnishings in 
the den (THIS PAGE) 
include a brass-
and-walnut media 
unit fabricated 
by Amuneal, a 
Steven Gambrel–
designed sofa, 
and a vintage 
Bruno Mathsson 
chair. In a corner 
of the living room 
(OPPOSITE), a gold-
leaf-on-canvas 
work by José 
Ángel Vincench 
hangs above 
Ochre’s Eternal 
Dreamer sectional 
upholstered in 
Designers Guild’s 
Elrick. See 
Resources.
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a huge piece of art by, say, Rothko. The way it all comes 
together is what really matters to me.” 

Tallisman studied textile technology and fashion mer-
chandising at the Fashion Institute of Technology and 
never really thought about interior design, but while living 
in SoHo and doing research at MTV, she started haunting 
the neighborhood’s furniture showrooms. “I had a natural 
sense of proportion and color when I was in my low 20s,” 
she says. “My apartment looked way more adult to all my 
friends than anyone else’s.” Her decorating career took off 
about a decade later, when “a friend of a friend bought a 
place, and I literally had no idea what I was doing and just 
pretended. She didn’t know, either, because she was young, 
too. I essentially started BS-ing my way through the design 
process and then actually figuring it out. Luckily, being 
in New York City, you meet a lot of people, and some of 
them are generous about talking and sharing with you.”

Her aesthetic, she says, is “timeless, but, I hope, relevant”—
meaning that a chair in one of her rooms could be a 
random find from an estate sale or off the floor at Ochre. 

“IN NEW YORK CITY, YOU MEET A LOT OF 
PEOPLE, AND SOME OF THEM ARE GENEROUS 

ABOUT TALKING AND SHARING WITH YOU”
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Dressed To Thrill
;OL�THZ[LY�Z\P[L�PZ�V\[Ä[[LK�
with a walk-in closet (OPPOSITE 
AND ABOVE RIGHT) complete with 
custom oak millwork and a 
trifold brass mirror. (NEAR LEFT) A 
photograph of the Hollywood 
sign complements a walnut 

credenza by Mark Albrecht 
Studio and a Hans Wegner 
PP225 Flag Halyard chair. (TOP 
LEFT) Tiles from Mosaic House 
clad a wall in the bath, where a 
concrete countertop is accented 
^P[O�IYHZZ�Ä[[PUNZ�MYVT�
Waterworks. See Resources.

IN THE MASTER 
BEDROOM, 
TALLISMAN 
TOOK HER LEAD 
FROM A PHOTO 
OF THE FAMED 
HOLLYWOOD 
SIGN, WHICH 
ESTABLISHED 
THE “SERENE” 
COLOR PALETTE
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Major Impact 
(OPPOSITE) In the master bath, 
.YPNPV�*PLSV�ÅVVYPUN�MYVT�
Nemo Tile anchors an Empire 
tub from Waterworks and 
a ceramic stool by Kieran 
Kinsella. (ABOVE) Stone and 
:H^`LY�SHTWZ�ÅHUR�[OL�THZ[LY�
bedroom’s Asher Israelow–
designed oak headboard, 
which features inlaid brass 
accents. See Resources.
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“Everything I do is cultivated and thought out, from the 
colors to the materials palette and the furnishings. And I’m 
always looking for craftsmen who care about their work, but 
let my clients and me be involved in their process, too.” 

Customization is an important part of the Sleepy Hollow 
home’s DNA, from the millwork in a walk-in closet to 
a trifold brass mirror based on a French antique. “I had to 
go to three different metalworkers because it was such a 
challenging piece to make,” she says. (The back panels are 
covered in a custom dyed linen.) In the master bedroom, 

she took her lead from a photo of the famed Hollywood 
sign (the owners are originally from California), which 
established the “serene” color palette upstairs. In the dining 
room, a “driftwood-y” chandelier “adds a little whimsy to 
the more serious wallpaper.” The wet bar, with its but-
terscotch onyx and linen-fold wood, was a present from the 
wife to her husband, a cocktail aficionado who makes his 
own bitters. “It’s all in the details,” Tallisman reflects, “and it 
has to be special. I want clients to walk into a space and see 
that it’s what they dreamed of.” <

“EVERYTHING I DO IS CULTIVATED AND 
THOUGHT OUT, FROM THE COLORS TO THE 

MATERIALS AND THE FURNISHINGS”


